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L.—On the Validity of Chrysotis canifrons. 
By Geo, N. Lawrence. 


Mr. E. Harrert, in his list of birds from the island of 
Aruba (above, p.303), speaking of Chrysotis ochroptera, says:— 
“There can be no doubt that Chrysotis canifrons of Lawrence 
was described from an example of this species with a dirty 
forehead, such as I have seen in several cases. Among my 
specimens of Chrysotis rothschildi from Bonaire are several 
that show a somewhat ashy colour on the forehead.” 

Mr. Hartert procured three adult males of C. ochroptera. 
His description of them is as follows :— 

“They are very bright-colonred, forehead and lores white 
with a faint ashy hue, the greater part of the top of the head, 
and in all three specimens some of the feathers on the neck 
also, rich yellow with rosy-orange bases; the entire sides of 
the head and chin of the same colour, corresponding with 
Brisson’s description and Levaillant’s very good figure.” 

In deciding that C. canifrons is merely C. ochroptera with 
a dirty forehead, Mr. Ilartert speaks only of the forehead of 
my species, and strangely ignores any further comparison 
with C. ochroptera. If, instead of simply making this asser- 
tion, he had compared my description of C. canifrons with 
C. ochroptera, he would have found cause for doubt, and 
would have seen that they differ in nearly all particulars of 
plumage, although alike in the green colour of their bodies. In 
C. canifrons the chin and upper part of the throat are greyish 
ash, the sides of the head dull yellow. These parts in C. 
ochroptera are “rich yellow with rosy-orange bases.” The 
bend of the wing in C. canifrons is yellow, with scarlet next 
the body; in C. ochroptera “the whole of the bend of the 
wing is yellow, and only a few scanty red feathers are some- 
times to be seen next the body.” The primaries in C. cani- 
frons are dark blue, those of C. ochroptera being black. 
Mr. Hartert, in his description of C. ochroptera, does not 
mention the primaries, but they are black in his figure of 
the species, and Salvadori (Cat. Birds, xx. p. 288) states 
them to he of that colour. The thighs of C. canifrons are 
grey, in C. ochroptera they are yellow. 
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I think that the colour of the forehead in my C. canifrons is 
correctly deseribed ; from my recollection it was of a clear 
uniform greyish ash, with no appearance of being soiled, and 
the bird-dealer who had it in charge said that while it had lived 
(say for three months) there had been no change in its colour. 
But, whether described correctly or not, I have shown con- 
clusively, by pointing out other differences of plumage, that 
it is very distinct from C. ochroptera. 

There are some points in which Mr. Hartert’s new species 
(C. rothschildi) closely resembles C. canifrons. They are much 
alike in the colours on the bend of the wing, i. e. yellow, with 
scarlet next the body; the primaries of both are dark blue, 
and in both the outer web of the outer tail-feather is bluish. 
I think that there are three distinct, closely allied species of 
this group of Chrysotis, all of them being bluish on the 
abdomen and having a broad terminal band on the tail of 
pale yellowish green. 

The dimensions of C. canifrons somewhat exceed those 
given of the other two species. I am surprised that speci- 
mens of C. canifrons were not obtained by Mr. Hartert, but 
Aruba may not be its exact habitat. 


New York, August 12th, 1893. 


LI.— Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club. 
No. X. (July 4th, 1893.) 


Tne ninth meeting of the Club was held at the Restaurant 
Frascati, 832 Oxford Street, on Wednesday, the 21st of June, 
1893. 

Chairman: P. L. Sciater, F.R.S. 


Members present :—R. S. CLarge, H. E. Dresser, H. O. 
Ponpes, W. R. Ocmvie Grant, E. Warrenr, A. P. Lorp, 
E. Neate, Frank Penrose, R. H. Reap, Hon. WALTER 
Roruscnitp, Howarp Saunpers (Treas.), H. SELEBONM, 
R. BowpLeR Suarve, E. Cavenpisu TarLor, J. T. TRISTRAM- 


VALENTINE. 


Guests: T. F. Auruaus, J. S. Wurraxer (of Palermo). 


